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Prayer
returns
to front

rayers are on the lips of
P many Americans these

days. Even some who once
claimed to be atheists have turned
their faces upward since the dev-
astation of Sept. 11. Everywhere
you look, signs invoke God’s
blessings upon the nation.

In the midst of catastrophic
and heartbreaking events, men
and women often call out to God
for divine guidance, for strength,
and for comfort. And it is the right
call to make. David wrote in

Psalms 46:1: “God is our refuge

and strength, a very present help
in trouble.” Without question,
there is no better thing to do than
pray in the time of trouble.

I am thankful for the people
now turning to God, butTam hap-
py to report that praying isn't a
new thing. To many, it is a necessi-
ty — a daily occurrence — wheth-
er or not a crisis looms on the ho-
rizon. And those who pray every
day seldom are thrown off balance
when trouble knocks at the door.
Their faith and their devotion an-
chor them.

Some have seemed surprised

by President Bush’s tremendous '

poise during America’s current
predicament. Even critics have of-
fered glowing comments about

his overall handling of the tragedy

that hasbefallen us. And based on
his approval rating, he has given
the American people a sense of as-
surance,

To those of us who have fol-
lowed the life of George W. Bush
— specifically since his recommit-
ment to his faith in Jesus Christ in
the mid-1980s, which he de-
scribes in his book, 4 Charge to
Keep — his display of calm and
confidence comes as no surprise.

The reasons for his ability to
lead the nation during such a crit-
ical time are many, but not a small
one is that Mr. Bush is a man who
prays. Not just when storms

- come, but when the sun is shin-

ing, as well. He has said he begins
each day with Bible reading and
time on his knees in prayer. And
he often turns to prayer through-
out the day.

Some have been critical of the
president, saying that devoutness
should be kept private and citing
the words of Jesus in Matthew
6:6: “When thou prayest, enter
into thy closet, and when thou
hast shut thy door, pray.”

Iwon't try to educate such crit-
ics on the ignorance of that argu-
ment. Suffice it to say that Jesus
also said, “Let your hght shine be-
fore men.” Prayer shouldn’t be
limited to closets. “Pray without
ceasing,” the apostle Paul admon-
ished the Thessalonians. .

Prayer can be as much a frame
of mind as it is a physical act.
“Certain thoughts are prayers,”
wrote Victor Hugo. “There are .
moments when, whatever be the
attitude of the body, the soulis on
its knees,” :

Amerlca,n history bears out
that this country was founded on
prayer.

Inside the Capitol, just off the
rotunda, is a prayer and medita-
tion room that was set aside by the
83rd Congress for members’ use.
The focal point of the room is a
magnificent stained glass window
depicting George Washington
kneeling in prayer. Etched around
him are the words from Psalm
16:1: “Preserve me, O God, for in

" theedo I put my trust.”

Leaders who pray shouldn’t be
feared but commended. They rec-
ognize that strength and wisdom
come from above. Thank God, we
have such aleader today.

At the threshold of his presi-
dency, Mr. Bush gave a poignant
interview to USA Today in which
he made the following, almost
prophetic, statement: “I think
people are going to find that in
tough times. ... theyre going to
see a steady hand, because the
rock on which I stand is some-
thing other than the moment, the
emotion of the day. Faith can be.a
steadying influence.”

Indeed it can. Not only for
those who lead, but for all of those
who follow.
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